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MIAMI	
  A	
  PART	
  OF	
  FORMAL	
  U.S.	
  BID	
  TO	
  HOST	
  2018	
  OR	
  2022	
  FIFA	
  WORLD	
  CUP™	
  

USA	
  Bid	
  Committee	
  Submits	
  the	
  Official	
  Bid	
  Book	
  at	
  a	
  Formal	
  Ceremony	
  at	
  the	
  FIFA	
  Headquarters	
  in	
  
Zurich,	
  Switzerland	
  –	
  Fans	
  Encouraged	
  to	
  Support	
  Bid	
  by	
  Signing	
  Online	
  Petition	
  

	
  

MIAMI	
  (May	
  14,	
  2010)	
  –	
  The	
  MIAMI	
  Host	
  City	
  Bid	
  Committee,	
  led	
  by	
  its	
  Chairman,	
  Commissioner	
  Jose	
  

“Pepe”	
  Diaz,	
  and	
  Executive	
  Director,	
  Mike	
  Sophia,	
  announced	
  today	
  that	
  the	
  USA	
  Bid	
  Committee	
  has	
  
formally	
  submitted	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  bid	
  to	
  host	
  the	
  2018	
  or	
  2022	
  FIFA	
  World	
  Cup™	
  at	
  a	
  ceremony	
  at	
  
the	
  FIFA	
  Headquarters	
  in	
  Zurich,	
  Switzerland.	
  	
  Included	
  in	
  the	
  five	
  volume,	
  1,250-­‐page	
  document	
  is	
  a	
  

section	
  on	
  Miami,	
  which	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  18	
  cities	
  that	
  have	
  been	
  presented	
  as	
  a	
  proposed	
  site	
  in	
  the	
  bid.	
  

“This	
  is	
  a	
  historic	
  day	
  for	
  the	
  sport	
  of	
  soccer	
  in	
  this	
  country,	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  historic	
  day	
  for	
  our	
  community	
  as	
  
we	
  take	
  another	
  important	
  step	
  towards	
  hosting	
  the	
  FIFA	
  World	
  Cup™	
  in	
  Miami,”	
  said	
  MIAMI	
  Host	
  City	
  
Bid	
  Committee	
  Chairman	
  and	
  County	
  Commissioner	
  Jose	
  “Pepe”	
  Diaz.	
  	
  “We	
  are	
  proud	
  of	
  the	
  effort	
  of	
  

our	
  committee,	
  the	
  USA	
  Bid	
  Committee,	
  our	
  elected	
  officials	
  and	
  everyone	
  in	
  this	
  community	
  that	
  have	
  
worked	
  so	
  hard	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  bid,	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  major	
  accomplishment.”	
  

Each	
  city	
  section	
  features	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  the	
  city,	
  demographics,	
  climate,	
  stadium	
  information,	
  training	
  
sites,	
  soccer	
  history	
  and	
  sustainability.	
  	
  Sun	
  Life	
  Stadium,	
  the	
  proposed	
  site	
  for	
  World	
  Cup	
  games	
  in	
  

Miami,	
  was	
  listed	
  in	
  the	
  bid	
  book	
  with	
  a	
  capacity	
  of	
  80,240,	
  which	
  means	
  Miami	
  meets	
  the	
  minimum	
  
requirement	
  of	
  80,000	
  to	
  potentially	
  host	
  the	
  Opening	
  Match	
  or	
  Final	
  Match.	
  	
  MIAMI	
  Host	
  City	
  Bid	
  
Committee	
  officials	
  and	
  Sun	
  Life	
  Stadium	
  worked	
  closely	
  with	
  the	
  USA	
  Bid	
  Committee	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  

temporary	
  seating	
  plan	
  that	
  could	
  position	
  Miami	
  as	
  a	
  potential	
  option	
  for	
  the	
  opening	
  or	
  finals.	
  

Additionally,	
  the	
  Miami	
  Beach	
  Convention	
  Center	
  was	
  presented	
  as	
  a	
  potential	
  site	
  for	
  the	
  FIFA	
  World	
  
Cup™	
  Final	
  Draw,	
  which	
  would	
  be	
  held	
  in	
  December,	
  the	
  year	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  World	
  Cup.	
  



 

	
  

	
  

“Our	
  committee	
  has	
  been	
  committed	
  to	
  providing	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  local	
  resources	
  possible	
  to	
  present	
  the	
  best	
  
possible	
  bid	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  United	
  States,”	
  said	
  Mike	
  Sophia,	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Miami-­‐Dade	
  

Sports	
  Commission	
  and	
  the	
  MIAMI	
  Host	
  City	
  Bid	
  Committee.	
  	
  “We	
  worked	
  very	
  hard	
  with	
  the	
  stadium	
  
partners	
  and	
  the	
  USA	
  Bid	
  Committee	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  temporary	
  seating	
  plan	
  that	
  gives	
  the	
  U.S.	
  bid	
  an	
  
additional	
  stadium	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  80,000	
  requirement,	
  and	
  we	
  certainly	
  feel	
  like	
  Miami	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  

fantastic	
  place	
  to	
  be	
  for	
  the	
  Draw	
  in	
  December.”	
  

The	
  United	
  States	
  is	
  among	
  nine	
  candidates	
  bidding	
  to	
  host	
  the	
  2018	
  or	
  2022	
  FIFA	
  World	
  Cup™,	
  along	
  
with	
  Australia,	
  England,	
  Japan,	
  Netherlands-­‐Belgium,	
  Portugal-­‐Spain,	
  Qatar,	
  Russia,	
  and	
  South	
  Korea.	
  	
  
FIFA	
  will	
  select	
  the	
  host	
  countries	
  for	
  2018	
  and	
  2022	
  on	
  December	
  2,	
  2010.	
  

Miami	
  is	
  among	
  18	
  cities	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  bid.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  expected	
  that	
  12-­‐15	
  of	
  those	
  cities	
  would	
  

ultimately	
  be	
  selected	
  to	
  host	
  a	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  64	
  matches	
  to	
  be	
  played	
  as	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  FIFA	
  World	
  
Cup™.	
  	
  If	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  wins	
  the	
  bid,	
  it	
  is	
  expected	
  that	
  the	
  final	
  list	
  of	
  host	
  cities	
  would	
  be	
  
determined	
  approximately	
  five	
  years	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  event.	
  

An	
  important	
  element	
  of	
  the	
  effort	
  locally	
  continues	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  online	
  petition	
  drive	
  to	
  show	
  support	
  for	
  

the	
  United	
  States	
  bid	
  to	
  host	
  the	
  FIFA	
  World	
  Cup™.	
  	
  The	
  MIAMI	
  Host	
  City	
  Bid	
  Committee	
  continues	
  to	
  
encourage	
  everyone	
  in	
  South	
  Florida	
  to	
  visit	
  www.gousabid.com/Miami	
  to	
  sign	
  the	
  online	
  petition	
  
supporting	
  the	
  bid	
  to	
  bring	
  the	
  FIFA	
  World	
  Cup™	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  and	
  Miami.	
  

“The	
  petition	
  drive	
  is	
  huge,”	
  said	
  Commissioner	
  Diaz,	
  “we	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  first	
  community	
  to	
  exceed	
  the	
  

50,000	
  mark,	
  which	
  has	
  been	
  our	
  goal	
  from	
  the	
  start.”	
  

ABOUT	
  MIAMI-­‐DADE	
  SPORTS	
  COMMISSION	
  

The Miami-Dade Sports Commission was created by the Miami-Dade County Board of 
County Commissioners in 2003, and opened for business in April of 2004. The Sports 
Commission promotes sports in Miami-Dade County, and works to secure sports events that 
will generate economic impact for the community.   

For more information about the Miami-Dade Sports Commission, please visit 
www.MiamiSports.org.	
  

ABOUT	
  MIAMI/HOST	
  CITY	
  BID	
  COMMITTEE	
  

As	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  and	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  USA	
  Bid	
  Committee’s	
  effort	
  to	
  bring	
  the	
  2018	
  or	
  2022	
  FIFA	
  World	
  

Cup™	
  to	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  and	
  Miami,	
  the	
  Miami-­‐Dade	
  Sports	
  Commission	
  created	
  the	
  MIAMI	
  Host	
  City	
  
Bid	
  Committee	
  to	
  lead	
  the	
  local	
  bid	
  efforts.	
  	
  Under	
  the	
  leadership	
  of	
  the	
  organization’s	
  Chairman,	
  
County	
  Commissioner	
  Jose	
  “Pepe”	
  Diaz,	
  the	
  Sports	
  Commission	
  assembled	
  its	
  own	
  “dream	
  team”	
  to	
  



 

	
  

	
  

mirror	
  the	
  prestigious	
  group	
  selected	
  to	
  lead	
  the	
  USA	
  Bid	
  Committee.	
  	
  Members	
  of	
  the	
  committee	
  
include:	
  

Commissioner Jose “Pepe” Diaz - Chair, Miami-Dade Sports Commission and 
MIAMI Host City Bid Committee 

Facundo Bacardi, Chairman of the Board, Bacardi Limited  

Marcelo Claure, Chairman, President & CEO, Brightstar 

Teofilo "Nene" Cubillas, Soccer Legend 

Mike Dee, CEO, Miami Dolphins/Dolphins Enterprises 

Peter Dolara, Senior Vice President, American Airlines 

Emilio Estefan, Grammy Award Winning Producer & Songwriter 

George Feldenkreis, Chairman/CEO, Perry Ellis International 

Alonzo Mourning, NBA Legend / Chairman, Alonzo Mourning Charities 

Jorge Perez, Chairman, The Related Group 

Stephen Ross, Founder/Chairman/Owner, The Related Companies and Owner, 
Miami Dolphins/Dolphins Enterprises 

William Talbert, CEO, Greater Miami Convention & Visitors Bureau 

Harvey Ruvin, Clerk of Courts and Chairman of the County's Climate Change 
Advisory Task Force (CCATF) 

Tony Villamil, Principal Advisor for the Washington Economics Group (WEG) 

Mike Sophia - Executive Director, Miami-Dade Sports Commission and MIAMI 
Host City Bid Committee 
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